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out the Bismarcldan plan ; the blind blond pathetic giant,* doomed to " toil at the mill with slaves " for the Wilhelm-strasse, is finally liberated. The Philistines have decided to do their work themselves. Austria had so long been used to taking orders from Berlin that when the task Berlin had set her was suddenly interrupted her very destiny seemed ended. She made a magnificent effort to survive; in December, 1912, she converted the loosely-knit agglomeration of peoples ruled by Francis Joseph into a compact bristling camp, with the object of showing the world she was a nation. It is certain that the spectators most impressed were the Germans. Kirk-Kilisse will have emancipated not merely the Balkans. It will have marked the rebirth of German Austria.
But the mobilization of Austria, and its causes, did not merely constitute a lesson for Germany. They were also a warning for Italy. Italy, indeed, as has already been seen, had no need of such a warning. She has always had a perfectly clear idea of the peculiar nature of the armed neutrality and reciprocal distrust which are the very basis of the pact uniting her, in a defensive alliance, to her partners in the Triplice. " Italy could not permit Austria to occupy Bosnia and Herzegovina," said Crispi to Bismarck in 1879, and Bismarck retorted jauntily : " Do what you like about the Eastern Question ; we have no interests in the Balkans ; if Austria takes Bosnia, Italy could take Albania or some other territory on the Adriatic." Crispi left Bismarck without having obtained satisfaction. A year later at the Congress of Berlin, moreover, Italy beheld closed against her all the Adriatic doors of the Balkans : the port of Antivari was given to Montenegro, and all the Montenegrin waters were shut to the war-vessels of the nations, yet the maritime police of the Montenegrin coast-line was handed over to Austria, and Austria, not Italy, was permitted to " accord her consular protection to the Montenegrin merchant flag." Italy, still preserving the memory of the old trade route,